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that fateful day. For a time the new commander
was unable to find Arjun, and he promised a hundred
cows of the best to the man who was able to point
hini out, .as well as " rich gifts of qhariots and horses,
fertile fields and wide estates dotted with peaceful
villages smiling in the sun." The offer was tempting
enough to men wearied with the slaughter and the
sound of battle. But one of the princes near to
Karna laughed at the offer. " There is no need to
offer rich rewards to find out Arjun. Before many
moments have passed his white horses and gleaming
chariot will be seen and known of all men. Like the
tiger ranging the forest he will spring upon his prey,
as an angry bull he will gore to death the weakling
cattle that oppose his onset, and like the lordly lion he
will spring upon the shrinking timid deer of the
jungle."

Karna frowned darkly at the words. Even among
his own friends the praise of Arjun was sounded, and
this roused his hatred to fever heat so that it con-
sumed part of the strength which he might wisely
have kept for the stern work of the day before him.
Onward went his splendid chariot, while he cast his
glance this way and that, longing with impetuous
ardour to meet the foeman who was so truly worthy
of his best endeavour. In a few moments he came
face to face with Yudhishthir, who, mild and gentle
as he was, had now been worked up to a heat of
passion at the resistance of Duryodhan to his just
demands and the consequent misery which had
fallen upon the land. " You have vowed the death